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Gold Coast Chamber Orchestra

ABOUT US

The Gold Coast Chamber Orchestra is a 22-piece
string ensemble of professional standard based on
the Gold Coast.
It was founded by Gold Coast flautist Anna Stoddart in 2011 to fill
a gap in the local classical music scene. Professional musicians
from the community were brought together to share their love
of string playing. Featuring many extraordinary and talented
musicians, this passionate ensemble displays explosive power
and driving energy, performing a diverse repertoire.
Each year, the Gold Coast Chamber Orchestra presents two or three concert series, performing in various venues from churches
to auditoriums. As well as the Gold Coast, the orchestra has taken its concerts to surrounding regions from the Northern Rivers,
Tamborine Mountain, Brisbane to the Sunshine Coast Hinterland.
With Anna continuing in her role as artistic director and manager, the orchestra has established a committee as a not-for-profit
organisation. It is registered with the Australian Government as a cultural organisation whereby donations of $2 or more are tax
deductible.

Guest Conductors & Soloists
The orchestra has performed under the inspired directorship of several guest conductors and has featured talented guest

Conductors

soloists at different times.

Chen Yang

Camillio Manricks

Louise King

Nathan Aspinall

Dr Hugh Won
Violin

Louise King
Cello

Margaret Blades
Violin

Jill Atkinson
Harp

John Coulton
Trumpet

The Orava Quartet

Joanna Sullivan
Flute

Anna Stoddart
Flute

Soloists

Spiros Rantos
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Collaborations
With a keen interest in collaborating with other cultural organisations, the
orchestra has already performed as part of the 4MBS Classical Music Festival
and HOTA, the Arts Centre Gold Coast’s Fiesta de la Musica. In 2018, they
are collaborating with the Byron Bay Music Society for a concert at the A&I
Centre in Bangalow, once again with the Orava Quartet.

The Orava Quartet

Repertoire
The chamber orchestra covers core repertoire from the Baroque, Classical, Romantic and
Twentieth Century periods.
The orchestra is versatile, performing music from other cultures such as the Argentinian
tango and Greek dances.
Music across the arts like film music is another common source for material.

Commissions & Contemporary Works

Betty Beath

It is an important aim of the orchestra to promote contemporary chamber music by
commissioning new works by local composers.
Young up-and-coming Brisbane composer, John Rotar, a Griffith University Masters student,
was commissioned to compose “Arethusa’s Watering” which the orchestra premiered in
2017.
Also in support of contemporary music, a work by the well-respected Australian composer,
Betty Beath, was performed with the composer present in the audience.

Guest Soloists
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Vision
Our vision at the Gold Coast Chamber Orchestra is to make the world a more harmonious place through high quality music.

Mission
The Gold Coast Chamber Orchestra exists to encourage audience participation
across all generations in accessible, enjoyable and virtuosic classical music
performance experiences by;
•

establishing a platform for professional musicians to engage the wider
community through chamber music of the highest quality,

•

involving young performers on the Gold Coast by creating innovative
and educational experiences for audiences,

•

building new opportunities to engage the Gold Coast community
through

collaborative

ventures

and

partnerships

with

arts

organisations and the business community.

Little Serena, daughter of Dr Hugh
Won, a violinist in the orchestra, is
already taking a keen interest in the
instrument. The chamber orchestra
has the next generation of string
players and their audience in mind.

Sponsorships & Donations
Any donations would be much appreciated. As a not-for-profit organisation, the GCCO is registered with the Australian Government
as a cultural organisation whereby donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.

SILVER SPONSORSHIP
$2,000+ per annum

Cash & In-Kind

•
•
•

Advertising in the Gold Coast Chamber Orchestra
newsletter and concert programs
Half-price quartet for a private function
4 free tickets per concert season

GOLD SPONSORSHIP
$6,000+ per annum

Cash & In-Kind

•
•
•
•
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Advertising in the Gold Coast Chamber Orchestra
newsletter and concert programs
1 free private function or masterclass
Naming rights to a concert program
6 free tickets per concert season

www.gcco.com.au
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Testimonials
Once again, the Gold Coast Chamber Orchestra has shown us that not all
fine music-making is confined to the capital cities. Last Sunday’s concert in
Murwillumbah was an artistic success acknowledged by generous applause
from an appreciative audience.

The Cello Section

Grieg’s popular Holberg Suite opened the program and it was clear from the
first movement this string ensemble was in top form under the baton of Camillio
Manricks… clean entries, smooth phrasing, admirable dynamic range and solid
intonation. Less familiar pieces by Betty Beath and Kurt Atterberg displayed the
same attention to detail.
Fiddle and viola soloists Nigel Bardsley and Iris Doo produced lovely tone and
phrasing in the Atterberg. Bartok’s Romanian Dances, in an arrangement for
chamber strings, was played with appropriate gypsy vigour.
The concert finished with Dag Wiren’s Serenade for Strings which, for this
reviewer, was the highlight of the afternoon’s offerings… a polished performance
indeed!
John Harrison, String Serenade 2017

Anna & Orchestra Members

Clarinetist, ex QSO

The Gold Coast Chamber Orchestra performs with distinction. I am pleased
to have an opportunity to express how much I value the wonderful support
it has given, and continues to give, to Australian music. This orchestra, which
regularly programs the work of Australian composers, is a valuable asset to our
nation.
Betty Beath, String Serenade 2017
Composer

First Violins
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ORCHESTRA MEMBERS
FIRST VIOLINS

SECOND VIOLINS

VIOLAS

CELLOS

Dr Hugh Won

Michael Russo

Byron Mengel

Deborah Davis

Nigel Bardsley

Jenny Dalseno

Michael McCabe

Eleanor Streatfeild

Chen Yang

Lisa Mason

Iris Doo

Helen Hurst

Alison Fletcher

Helen Moffatt

Charlotte Ashcroft

Catherine Lee

Sara Powell

Mark Meekin

Nick Stefan

Zak Ulliana

DOUBLE BASSES
Harry Mulhall
Mike Watson

A Selection Of Players’ Bios

Dr Hugh Won

Chen Yang

Nigel Bardsley

Violin

Violin

Violin

Hugh obtained his Associate Diploma
in 1991 whilst studying at the Sydney
Conservatorium of Music.He won the
National Youth Concerto Competition
in 1992 and was a finalist in the
2MBS-FM Young Performers Award
and a state finalist in the ABC Young
Performers Award.

As his first professional musical
undertaking,
Chen
was
the
Concertmaster of the Queensland
Theatre Orchestra. In 1981, he joined
the Queensland Symphony Orchestra
in the first violin section until 1989. For
a change, Chen then spent two years
as Musician in Residence on Dunk
Island Resort leading a string quartet
and performing as a cabaret violinist.

Having begun his studies at the
Stolliarsky School of Music, Nigel
continued his studies at the University
of Queensland. He was a participant
in the Australian National Academy of
Music’s Master Course Program and
Youth Music Australia’s Fellowship
program
with
the
Tasmanian
Symphony Orchestra.

Hugh played in the Australian
Youth Orchestra and took part in
seven international tours. He was
also Concertmaster of the Sydney
Youth Orchestra for two years.
Professionally, he has played in the
Australian Chamber Orchestra and
for professional theatre productions
in Sydney.
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He has been a freelance musician for
many major musical productions at
QPAC. Chen has conducted various
ensembles for the Queensland Youth
Orchestra and is presently leader
and conductor of the Sinfonia of St
Andrews orchestra in Brisbane. He
is also often guest conductor of this
orchestra.

www.gcco.com.au

He is also a member of faculty at
the Cremona International Music
Academy in Italy
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Alison Fletcher

Michael McCabe

Byron Mengel

Violin

Viola

Viola

Alison studied flute and piano as well
as violin before graduating from the
Queensland Conservatorium with
an Associate Diploma in Music
Performance and a Bachelor’s Degree
in Performance in 1991.

Michael has qualifications from
both the NSW State Conservatorium
in Sydney and the Newcastle
Conservatorium. In the mid 1990s,
he studied conducting with Myer
Freedman whilst working with youth
and community orchestras in Penrith.

Byron received his Bachelor Degree in
Violin and a second Bachelor Degree
in Composition from the University
of Missouri in 1971. He was then
accepted into a conducting masters
program at the Manhattan School of
Music in New York.

She has played in several chamber
groups and regional orchestras and
is currently Concertmaster of the
Northern Rivers Symphony Orchestra.

He was on the committee of the
NSW chapter of AUSTA for six years
and was the first administrator
of The Orchestras of Australia
Network. Michael plays in many
groups including the Northern Rivers
Symphony Orchestra.

From 1977, Byron played with the
Royal Opera of Turin before receiving
a permanent
position with the
Queensland Symphony Orchestra,
playing with them for seven years.

Deborah Davis

Eleanor Streatfeild

Harry Mulhall

Cello

Cello

Double Bass

Deborah began her studies at
the University of Queensland and
furthered her development through
the Queensland Youth Symphony and
the ABC Sinfonia. Studies followed in
Germany, including tours throughout
Europe and China. She has since
played professionally in Australia and
Germany with such orchestras as
the Baden-Baden Philharmonie, the
Australian Chamber Orchestra and
the Queensland Symphony Orchestra.

Eleanor has toured across Australia,
China and Europe and performs
frequently as a soloist and chamber
musician. She has performed for
radio stations in Melbourne and
Queensland and is in demand in
Brisbane as a session musician,
including freelancing with Camerata
and the Queensland Pops Orchestra.
Eleanor is a director of Rue Arts, an
arts company dedicated to creating
a sustainable model for creative
organisations and manages the
Sanctuary String Quartet and the
Australian Session Orchestra.

Harry completed a Bachelor of Music
at the Queensland Conservatorium.
He has since been working as a
freelance musician on the Gold Coast
and plays in several orchestras such
as the Brisbane Philharmonic and
Northern Rivers Symphony Orchestra.
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